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Welcome to the spring edition of the Outwood Academy Danum newsletter. I'm sure you'll join me in feeling very

proud of our school community. Our staff are doing a wonderful job of creating lots of exciting opportunities in all
areas of the school, and it's great to see the students really thrive. Make sure you follow us on X, Instagram or
Facebook where we proudly showcase the wonderful work of our staff and our students. It brings a smile to my face
every day.

The school has invested heavily in ensuring our pupils get a chance to experience education outside of the classroom
this academic year. We were very proud to take over 180 pupils to the theatre last week to watch Macbeth, one of
their set texts. The pupils were a credit to the school, and enjoyed seeing their text in action. The history department
are again leading the way in educational visits, and have recently visited York Dungeons along with the museum to bring
history to life. The pupils got a chance to walk through history, and see how life has evolved over time. Indeed, the
music department has sourced some fabulous opportunities for our pupils working with WeCompose24, where our
pupils will have the chance to have their pieces played by a professional string quartet. And you won't fail to be
impressed by our show, Aladdin. The pupils and staff have worked hard for this performance, with our brand new
lighting and sound equipment put to the test. I'm sure you'll agree, that's just a small part of what has been a huge push
to reward our pupils who work hard with exciting opportunities. The school is determined to keep providing a wide
enrichment offer.

As we enter the exam season, our student body is well underway with their exam preparation ready for them to take
their next steps in life, be it college, apprenticeships or University. Our huge revision fayre focused on sharing the latest
tips on learning, and how to make the most of the time left available to them. At this point, every mark matters and
every minute counts! To help shape ideas on future pathways, we took the majority of Y10 and Y| | to the careers
showcase at the Doncaster Racecourse: this helped introduce our pupils to local work offers along with further
education opportunities. We want our pupils to know that the world is there for them, if they are willing to work hard
for what they want.

As we move to the next term, we will focus on some core principles: being responsible; being respectful and being
extraordinary. Our pupil and staff wellbeing is central to this. Students that behave responsibly ensure they are safe.
Students who are respectful build effective working relationships. Finally, students that work to be extraordinary help
themselves stand out from the crowd. All this counts towards a happy and safe place.

Our children will enter the workplace with thousands of other students in the borough. As a team of school and family,
we can ensure that our pupils leave school as well-rounded and able students ready to take on the world.

Mg Crame
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We held our second annual Y| | Revision Fayre

on Wednesday /th February. Students came to - S
collect revision goodies such as flashcards, | 5 Be Safc.
; : - Be Responsible.
knowledge organisers, revision timetables and Be Respectful.

more. Departments provided subject-specific

resources and stationery to ensure students
were prepared for the mocks and more. It was
fantastic to see parents, students and teachers
all talking about revision and how to support
learners. There were also stalls for careers,
wellbeing, prom and 6th form.
Not to mention the superb spread and

refreshments from our wonderful kitchen staff. - ] ' ;_1
Paintball, Amazon, Pizza Hut and Love to Shop }-F
voucher draws were made for students who
attended. A video is on our social media
channels showing what Y10 can look forward
to next year!



S OProrinies (23

This term we have continued to look to provide our students with lots of support and
guidance in terms of making informed choices with their careers. As part of National
Careers Week there was a whole school assembly on Labour Market Information in

Doncaster and the surrounding area. Students in Year / have been working on elements of
careers in their Health and Wellbeing lessons and Y10 and | | students have continued to
receive some valuable input from our new careers advisor Shannon Lidster through careers
interviews. On /th March, we were fortunate enough to have the opportunity to travel to
The Racecourse, where our Year 10 and | | students were able to take part in this year's
Opportunities Doncaster Live 2024 event. This is the largest careers fair in South Yorkshire,
where hundreds of businesses and prospective Post- 16 providers came together to meet
students and promote the opportunities and potential career pathways that are available to
our students after life at Outwood Academy Danum.

This was a fantastic day for our students to pick up some vital information on the skills,
qualities and qualifications that they may need to pursue future careers
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On Thursday 4th March, four members of the School Parliament travelled to Elland
Road, Leeds to participate in the OGAT Student Voice Conference. This year's theme
was Championing Mental Wellbeing and Celebrating Diversity. The conference involved
over 35 schools from within the Outwood Family participating in a series of workshops
being delivered by some external speakers and organisations which involved students
working on strategies around which they could raise the profile of student wellbeing and
In particular considering ways in which student diversity could be embraced and
celebrated. Students were also privileged to have an audience with our new CEO Mr
Wilson, who spoke about the challenges that young people in 2024 face in a
technological world where people have so much access to each others’ lives.
Students worked hard at coming up with ideas that they will bring back to Outwood
Academy Danum and share with their peers at Parliament, before preparing to present
these to Mrs Crane and the Leadership Team.




KS3

Across Year /-9 students have been
participating in a range of activities
including the new activity blocks of
dance, healthy, active lifestyles and

outdoor adventurous activities. In Year

7/, students have been building on the
fundamental skills learnt at primary

school and have experienced new
sports. In Year 8, students have
continued to develop these core

techniques as well as consider new
tactics and strategies to apply in

performance environments. In Year 9,

students have learnt about more
advanced skills in the sports that they
have studied.

Leadership
KS3 Across Year 7-9 students have
been participating in a range of activities
including the new activity blocks of
dance, healthy, active lifestyles and
outdoor adventurous activities. In Year
7/, students have been building on the
fundamental skills learnt at primary
school and have experienced new
sports. In Year 8, students have
continued to develop these core
techniques as well as consider new
tactics and strategies to apply in
performance environments. In Year 9,
students have learnt about more
advanced skills in the sports that they
have studied.
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The new Dance club has become increasingly popular

since January. Students have been working together
well to put together routines in different dance styles. wy 1
So far they have completed a musical ‘Mamma Mia’

themed routine and a hip hop routine. It has been

fantastic to see so many talented dancers across all
years. Basketball

There have been a number of boys basketball fixtures for
Football all year groups this half term. One particular highlight was
the Year 9 and 10 game against Wickersley School and

The Year 7 and 8 boys played a nail biting game against

Ash Hill Academy this half term. They eventually won on s Celtegzirem [Neitnerimm. Hedniems peyee

brilliantly but Outwood Academy Danum came out on
top with a score of 68-38. They then also went on to take

penalties 4-3.

the follow up game 48-44.

On the 25th January, Outwood Academy Danum hosted
the Year 7 and 8 Doncaster Boys Futsal Tournament.
While unfortunately, the Outwood Academy Danum

team did not make it into the final, their enthusiasm and

good sportsmanship was clear to see. The Year 9 and 10

students who officiated the event also demonstrated great
confidence and leadership skills when co-ordinating so

Doncaster Indoor Athletics

In February, Year 7-10 students attended the Doncaster
Indoor Athletics Competition at the EIS in Sheffield. All
year groups represented the school well with exceptional
performances from Lily K in the 800m, Lewis L in the
800m, Anya C in the 60m and Samuel A in the relay.

many younger students.

Sheffield




Year 9

Pupils have further developed algebra concepts including
indices and fractional indices and moving into rational and

irrational numbers by studying surds.

Year 12 & I3

Post |6 have been working towards Mock

exams and have developed further calculus

skills.
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Year 9
Year 9 have finished the Woman In Black and are close to
finishing Heroes. It is wonderful to have the opportunity to read
two full novels each year. We are starting to prepare for the
beginning of our GCSE curriculum by working on our writing
skills, particularly writing formal and informal letters.

Year ||
Year | | continue to work extremely hard. There is a packed
programme ensuring all aspects of GCSE English Literature and
English Language are revised fully. Many of our students are
extremely engaged in the 100 days of literature challenge,
maintaining a strong streak! A reminder that homework is set on
google classroom each week.

Enrichment

Pokemon club and journalism club remain popular

key stage 3 choices. Students are working towards
putting together a newspaper on a monthly basis.

Year || after school English is on a Monday night.
This is a chance for students to revise with staff, get
expert masterclasses and complete any homework

with some staff help.

We are also very pleased with the attendance of
our holiday revision events. Look out for the text
messages advertising these.




Year |0 have been studying Urban geography - diving into the
favelas of Rio de Janeiro and the Park Hill Flats of Sheffield! This
is building up to the summer term fieldwork trip where Year 10
will have the opportunity to visit Park Hill flats to see how these

have changed over time! Did you know that our Year |0
students can head to Geography.outwood.com and watch the
lesson videos, read through model answers and practice revision
activities at home - not forgetting Google Classroom for
homework!

Year | | have been working hard on their final Paper 2 topic -
Economic Change, exploring Nigeria and Jamaica. After half term
Year | | will be working hard on Paper 3 pre release paper, in
the final countdown to their exams! Did you know that our Year
|0 and || students can head to Geography.outwood.com and
watch the lesson videos, read through model answers and
practice revision activities at home! Don't forget about Friday
enrichment 2:30 - 3:30pm!

(71NN KS3 and KS4 revision resources and games:
\\|[// geography.outwood.com
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Hislory

Year | | Historians have gone above and

beyond by attending online webinars with
their teachers with the revise together

initiative. Students log in for a short(30

Studence Fist
READHPT DARILT

minute) burst of revision led by a subject
specialist to top up their revision and
extend their learning beyond the
classroom! Thanks to our teachers for also
going above and beyond!

Great homework from Y7 who have been study medieval life including designing and making their own
castles!

The nearest thing to a time
machine!

Expression of Interest required

B ‘Year eight visit to Beamish is on

Tuesday 25th June.

Please be at the academy for

for 07:45
Price is £20

Dress for hot weather and
prepare for rain, just incase

Suggested £10 spending

Bring packed lunch and
water

Y9 Trip to York - March 2024




Year /

Y/ students in drama have explored
the David Walliams novel The Boy in
the Dress learning about
characterisation skills as well as life
skills such as tolerance and respect.
The learning journey continued with
Roald Dahl's classic, Matilda using
synchronised movement, physical
theatre and choral speaking in order
to create work.

Year 8

Y8 learners began with a devised
unit based on the nursery rhyme of
Jack and Jill, a family saga of money,

power, secrets and lies. This
encouraged students to employ
conflicting characters and devise
from a stimulus. We have also
studied the popular theatre
practitioner, John Godber including
extracts from his plays such as
Teechers.

Enrichment

Year 9

Y9 pupils delved into Dennis Kelly's
DNA, where a group of teens
commit a crime and try to cover the
whole thing up. Each week students
read an extract before performing
work from the play and based on key
themes. This allowed students to take
inspiration into our Big Issue topic,
taking popular teenage issues and
staging them: exam stress to vaping
and substance misuse to stealingl

Year |0/11

Y10 and Y| | have undertaken work for their exam
courses: Edugas Vocational Tech Award for Y10 and
BTEC Performing Arts for Y1 1. Year | | are
completing their component 3 responding to a brief

and year |0 have been devising for their unit 2

performance exam.

This has been a really exciting term for our Performing Arts students.

Especially those that are Year 9/10 as they got the fantastic opportunity to go to see National Theatres live production of
Jekyll and Hyde.
Our students have been working hard on Aladdin which has been a fantastic experience for them.




Trips & Events
There have been lots of exciting
opportunities happening in Music.
A Level Music students enjoyed a
visit to Leeds Arena to watch
‘Jurassic Park in Concert’, while the
renowned award-winning John

Williams score is performed live by

a full orchestra.

The Piano Celebration Concert
was a huge success and gave our
wonderful KS4 & 5 pianists the
opportunity to play our Yamaha
Grand Piano alongside our
excellent piano tutor Ralph Brown.
Parents, friends and carers gave a
standing ovation to the young
performers at the end of the
concert.
WeCompose24 was launched in
January to our KS4 & 5 music
students with an introductory
concert performed by the Ligeti
Quartet. Students were introduced
to a wide range of string repertoire
and tools for composition.
Two of our WeCompose24
Composer workshops have taken
place in school. Marcus Rock has
been guiding and inspiring our
students to think creatively about
their own string quartet
compositions.

Outwood Performer of the Year
(OPQY) is back. Danum’s musicians
have earned huge success at this
event which has been running for 2
years now. Students are busy
preparing their performances to
enter the competition again this
year which takes place at CAST
theatre in the summer term

KS3
Yr 7, 8 &9 students have been studying
Rhythm, how to create variations on a
famous theme and developing their Ukulele
Skills in half-term 3 and this half-term all of
our KS3 students are learning to sing original
and well known songs in 3 part harmony,

yI,
KS4 & 5
KS4 & 5 music students are
working very hard on their String
Quartet compositions which will be
performed live by the Ligeti String
Quartet in a culmination concert at
Cast Theatre on Thurs 4th July.

Students can share their progress
with you at home through

leading to an opportunity to take part in
Doncaster’s very own annual massed singing
event - iSing on Wed 24th April 2024.

Soundtrap or Musescore.

Enrichment
Drum & Keyboard Club takes place every Monday with Mrs Duker in 89. This club
is very well attended but we are always looking for new musicians to join!
Gcese Music Intervention takes place every Wednesday after school. Many Yr | |
music students have been putting in the extra hours making huge improvements to
their coursework compositions.

Thursday is always busy in the music department with both members of staff
leading Aladdin Ensemble and Solo Vocal rehearsals for the super talented cast and
main characters.

Danum Voices takes place every Friday and we are currently 30 strong in number.
We always welcome new members!!

Instrumental Practice takes place on Friday afternoons in our two practice rooms
and this allows space, time and access to instruments for our budding musicians in
all year groups.
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Post-16
Year |2 Mechanical Engineering-the students have been learning practical

and coursework skills to develop confidence in the machine shop and have
produced a hammer demonstrating a range of industry skills.
Children's Play Learning and Development-the students have been
proactive in sourcing work placements, fantastic reports from industry

providers praising our students. In school they are working hard on Unit 5,

learning the theorists and theoretical approaches to learning for children.
Health & Social Care-students have been learning how the health and social

care sector meets individual care and support needs, they are evidencing

their knowledge through a set assignment brief.
Year |3
All our Year |3 students are working hard towards coursework

competition in Mechanical Engineering and Children’s Play, Learning and

Development-also, completing work placemats in Early Years settings.
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Celebrating World Book Day at Outwood Academy Danum
At Outwood Academy Danum, World Book Day was a vibrant celebration of literature and imagination, bringing
students and staff together to honour the joy of reading. On this special occasion, students were immersed in a range
of engaging activities that sparked their enthusiasm for books and storytelling.

One of the highlights of the day was the "Guess the Teacher" quiz, where students matched their teachers with their
favourite literary characters, showcasing their knowledge and creativity. Led by the ever-enthusiastic Mr Evans, a
lunchtime quiz challenged students to test their literary knowledge, fostering friendly competition and fun among

peers.

Adding to the festive atmosphere, both students and staff embraced the spirit of the day with delightful fancy dress

costumes, transforming the school corridors into a colourful display of beloved book characters. The "Decorate the

Door" competition further ignited students' creativity, as classroom doors were decorated with imaginative designs

inspired by their favourite books.

Throughout the day, students delved into the narrative of 'Lamb to the Slaughter' by Roald Dahl, immersing
themselves in the twists and turns of this tale. Additionally, our dedicated staff members took on the role of
storytellers, captivating audiences in the Learning Resource Center (LRC) with their engaging readings.

To encourage a love for reading, students were provided with tokens for free books upon entry to the academy,

allowing them to explore new worlds and embark on exciting adventures through the pages of a book. Moreover,

the English department recognized and celebrated the efforts of our esteemed Reading Champions, whose
exemplary attitude towards reading helps foster a positive reading culture within our school community. These
champions were rewarded with exclusive access to our school reading vending machine, a testament to their
dedication and enthusiasm for the written word.
As we reflect on the festivities of World Book Day, it is evident that literature has the power to unite, inspire, and

transport us to new realms of imagination.

- Lord of
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Year 9

Year 9 for their part have focused on the
topic of food and drinks/healthy lifestyle as
well as daily routine. The assessment was a
role play which was later followed by a read

aloud task and translation task. They will
follow this with the topic of global issues.

Enrichment
[ he popular Culture Club for KS3 students is running on
Wednesdays now. The students are working on writing their
own story in Spanish.
Fridays enrichment sessions are running for year | | where
students are working on their own weaker skills under the
supervision of their teacher.

Some Easter revision sessions will be held during half term:
French Wednesday 3 April, 9:30 to 12:30 and Spanish 9 April,
10:00 to 14:00.
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Key Stage 5:

Year |2 Computer Scientists have
been focusing on Component 2
which focuses on thinking abstractly,
procedurally, logically, software
development and algorithms.
Working collaboratively on bubble
and insertion sorts, binary and linear
searches has been fantastic to
witness.

Year |2 have a busy 2 weeks
upcoming for mocks however, once
they are completed they are looking
forward to making a start on their
projects.

Small Basic Graphics Window S




Miss Loosemore
Lead Learning Manager
r.loosemore@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Hutchinson
Y8 Learning Manager
s.hutchinson@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Roper
Y10 Learning Manager
j.roper@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Corkan
Post-16 Learning Manager
s.corkan@danum.outwood.com

Students First Raising Standards and Transforming Lives

Miss Manoharan
Y/ Learning Manager
v.manoharan@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Mann
Y9 Learning Manager
a.mann@danum.outwood.com

Mrs Veal
Y| | Learning Manager
e.veal@danum.outwood.com

Miss Chadwick
Post-16 Learning Manager
c.chadwick@danum.outwood.com







/th May - Exam season begins Y| |/13
| 7th June - Doncaster Athletics Championship Y /&8
| 8th June - Doncaster Athletics Championship Y9&10
26th June - Sports Day Y/-10 EcoPower stadium
26th June - Y1 | Prom
28th June - INSET Day - staff training
|0th & | [th July - Y6 Transition

Year | | revision nights:
Monday - English
Wednesday - Science

Thursday - Maths
Friday - History, Geography and MFL

Sparx Maths

Student Login P
You're lagging in to Spar ot Dutwood Academy Danum.

Mot your schagi?

Use your Sparx login
Username:
Passwor - H

Shaw eiar CCSIPaa BCOARS et AXUSTAS SCLOT PSR RV Mating smal

LRy

Outwood Academy Danum @Outwood_Danum @OutwoodDanum @
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